BIRD 5. COLER HOSPITAL

Bird 5. Coler Hospital 15 named alter Mew York City s (irst Compiroller and
former Commussioner of Public Welfare. [t 15 not an emergency or gencral
care facility but, ke Goldwater Memorial Hospital, offers primarily chron-
ic and rehabilitative care, In Fact, with 775 of its 1,025 beds used for long-
term nursing, it is the largest such faciliy in New York Cirv's public svstem,
serving mostly the elderly and disabled.

The hospital was planned in the 19305 but construction was delaved by
World War Il until 1949 When o opencd m 1952, ds {irsi patients were the
bedridden mmates transferred from the jusi-closed Blackwell's Island
Almshouse,  {Able-bod-
wd Almshouse immales
were (ransferred 1o a
Staten  Island  Tacilitv.)
The complex consists of fird 5. Colee Hospial, 1998

three buildings: bwo five-story patient wards coch connected o one six-story admin-
istrative building, covering 14 acres total.

A T e Between 1952 and 1974, Coler Hospital, along

-

Firaper Hall, th main duitding o the Wetopediren Hospingd W0 Goldwater Hospital, was one of only three
Soiroad of Narsigs, bt in 1925 which niood where pre Operating island facilities. Coler and Goldwater
weatre hurkding of Coler Horpital now stards merged in 1996 o share the same adminisirative
and clinical staff. The patients of Coler-Goldwater Memonal Hospual., i wheelchairs and gurnevs,
mingle with island residents both casually and through numerous formal events. The biggest of
these events 15 FDR Day, when
island residents run games and ath-
letic events for the phyvsicallv chal-
lenged

These are o ovber '||'-c'||.l|l'..l|'.I..'li
Hagma!  evalirngy  wirelr #ood  on
Coler fMonpmnals owrent s, Ahave is
e coftage winre the Meropoditan s
-- - snperiarerdent resided.  Lef® o phe
Yoo contine the fowr, follow  the SR e Sk
white and green “Roosevell Isiand

Historical Wall:" signs.
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